FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
European Businesses Set the Standard for Sustainable Practices – and Reap the Rewards Corporate Knights’ Inaugural Europe 50 Ranking Showcases Europe’s Leadership in Sustainable Business
TORONTO, June 9, 2025 – Corporate Knights, a trusted sustainability brand with over 20 years of defining the industry gold standard, proudly announces the inaugural Europe 50 Ranking, highlighting the most sustainable companies in Europe. The 2025 Europe 50 list underscores that European companies are setting the tone for global sustainability efforts, with standout performance in sustainable revenue, investment, and governance practices. #CKEUR50
The Europe 50 companies, drawn from the STOXX Europe 600 Index and the top 100 Europe-headquartered publicly traded companies per the Global 100 methodology, achieved remarkable scores across key performance indicators (KPIs). On average, these companies generate 54% of their revenue from sustainable sources, compared to just 9% for other large European companies. They also allocate 56% of their investments to sustainable initiatives, far surpassing the 15% average of their peers. Additionally, 94% of Europe 50 companies link CEO bonuses to sustainability factors, compared to only 22% of other large European companies.
Leading the ranking is Schneider Electric, a French multinational that also topped the 2025 Global 100. With 74% of its €54 billion annual revenue derived from sustainable sources and nearly 80% of its investments directed toward sustainable solutions, Schneider Electric exemplifies the shift toward a sustainable economy. Its market capitalization surged to €152 billion in January 2025, surpassing France’s largest oil and gas producer, TotalEnergies.
The Europe 50 represents 14 countries and 31 industries, showcasing exceptional diversity. Denmark and the United Kingdom each contribute seven companies, followed by France and Germany with six each, and Spain and Finland with five each. Notable performers include Vestas (Denmark), a leader in wind power; Mercedes Benz (Germany), advancing luxury vehicle electrification; and Outokumpu Oyj (Finland), producing nearly 90% of its stainless steel sustainably. Companies like Pirelli (Italy) and Unilever (UK) also stand out for their board and executive diversity.
“Europe is a bellwether for the global sustainable economy,” said Toby Heaps, publisher of Corporate Knights. “The Europe 50’s sustainable revenues are growing at twice the rate of other companies, proving that prioritizing people and the planet is not only sensible but also financially rewarding.”
This diversity and performance are driven by Europe’s robust regulatory environment and innovative leadership, particularly in countries like Denmark, where industrial foundations control significant chunks of the economy and prioritize long-term societal benefits. Going forward, Corporate Knights will track and report on the investment performance of the Europe 50 stocks.
For the full ranking and methodology, visit https://www.corporateknights.com/rankings/other-rankings-reports/2025-europe-50-ranking/.
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